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A Personal Word 


With this issue of The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
we will complete our work as Editor. In May of 1942 
we were asked by Dr. L. Nelson Bell and others asso- 
ciated with him in this new venture, to become Business 
Manager and Editor. Feeling that we were very poorly 
qualified we agreed to take over the responsibility until 
a suitable Editor could be secured. The “temporary 
position” stretched out to over seventeen years. We 
praise God for His great blessings upon the Journal’s 
ministry and for the many friends who have helped at 
all times and in so many ways. We will continue to 
serve as Managing Editor and Business Manager and 
will help with this work in every possible way. 


We pray for God’s rich blessings upon Dr. G. Aiken 
Taylor as he now takes over. 


H.B.D. 
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LETTERS y, 


THE EDITOR 











Sir: 


Referring to your editorial in Sept. 

9 issue: I can’t even see there could 
be two sides to the “Capital Punish- 
ment” question — to a Christian. 
It is God’s business — this taking 
of life! We are murderers, too, if 
we put a murderer to death. It is 
not a question of figuring out what 
is best. It is up to God only. We 
should pay taxes to keep them in 
prison for life. 

Mrs. Alvin Johnson 

Logansport, Ind. 





Sirs: 


As a reader of your magazine for 
over ten years I continue to be 
amazed and delighted at the clear 
way you present some of the prob- 
lems in all of our churches and your 
honest and fearless exposure of the 
trends away from the evangelical 
faith. In my own church so many 
are far more concerned with the 
programs they are promoting than 
with what the programs teach. As 
a result we are missing the point 
again and again. The simple Gospel 
message {is being lost in a lot of 
high sounding nonsense. 

C. S. Burriss 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 





Sirs: 


While recently visiting relatives in 
Albemarle, North Carolina, I read 
the article entitled “Career Versus 
Character” by Rev. Wm. E. Hill, Jr., 
in the August 26 issue of your maga- 
zine. I would like to congratulate 
you on publishing such an excellent 
message and add a hearty “amen.” 


Our children have been raised in 
the Christian day school of which 
there are a few in the southeast 
Pennsylvania and south New Jersey 


area. We have a firsthand oppor- 
tunity to appreciate the importance 
of this essential training. We also 
appreciate the problem involved in 
trying to promote an active interest 
in Christian schools even among so 
called “fundamental Christians.” It 
is sad but true that the ever increas- 
ing provision of State supported and 
controlled educational facilities have 
lulled many “true believers” to sleep 
concerning their responsibility to the 
Lord to “train up a child in the way 
he should go.” It is noteworthy 
that even some of the better known 
religions who deny the Christian 
fundamentals refuse to use the State 
provided facilities in favor of their 
own in order that the beliefs might 
be properly propagated. 


If possible I would like to have at 
least a dozen copies of this message. 
Please let me know if there is any 
cost. Thank you. 


Thomas E. Irvin, Jr. 
Southampton, Pa. 





Sirs: 


I am one of your subscribers. 
Sometime ago almost every issue of 
the Journal contained some remarks 
anent National Council of Churches 
and in these articles I was very much 
interested. 


For the past several months no 
mention has been made in the Jour- 
nal of the National Council and I 
would like to know if you have de- 
cided not to publish any further in- 
formation criticizing the National 
Council. Will you please let me 
know your policy. 


For your information I will state 
that the Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal was the only media by which I 
could obtain information as to ac- 
tivities of the National Council, as 
the National Council persistently re- 
fuses to answer any questions. 


You can see the dilemma I am in, 
so I would appreciaie a reply to this 
letter. 


Judge Richard T. McBride 
New Orleans, La. 


Reply — 


This Journal continues to be ap- 
prehensive of the activities of the 
National Council. Many of the pro- 
grams now being adopted by the 
major denominations have their ori- 
gin with the National Council and 
are produced by men whose theology 
is liberal — some of it extremely 


liberal. 


Because of these continued activi- 
ties there is grave danger of the 
churches being completely indoctri- 
nated with a philosophy which is at 
variance with the historic evangeli- 
cal faith. 


SEIT III ETT IT RK TKS 


“PRAY 
FOR 
REVIVAL 
IN 
OUR 
BELOVED 
CHURCH” 


EHH RPI. 
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DITORIAL 


hose Peace? 


“For when they shall say, Peace and 
safety: then sudden destruction com- 
eth upon them.” I Thes. 5:3 





During recent days we have had in our midst a 
man who has interminably used the word, “peace”. 
The tragedy is that many well meaning people will 
be confused by the use of this word, and, desiring 
peace as we all do, will be willing to join in a move- 
ment, the aim of which is “world peace”. 


The “peace” about which Mr. Khrushchev is talk- 
ing is the peace of the cat which has just swallowed 
the canary. It is a “peace” on Russia’s terms. It is 
a “peace” where the free nations of the world would 
suddenly find themselves engulfed in a slavery worse 
than death itself. 


The first step to the “peace” about which Mr. 
Khrushchev is talking is “total disarmament”. How 
appealing! How wonderful to be relieved of a forty 
billion dollar per year burden for armaments! How 
wonderful to envision a world order without arms or 
armies! 


How can Christians think of rejecting this offer 
of total disarmament and world peace? Because the 
source of true peace is not to be found in an agree- 
ment with men and nations who know neither truth 
nor honor. 


We are in deadly danger — that danger in which 
a bird fascinated by a snake finds itself — for we are 
fascinated by an extremely intelligent (and ignorant) 
man who cannot even grasp the meaning of the way 
of life which goes with Christian freedom. 


In our thinking of peace we need to realize that 
man cannot will to have it. Peace is a state of being 
conferred by God and possible only on His terms. 
For man to think that he can will to have peace, 
without reference to the Laws of God, is more than 
a delusion — it is folly. , 


There can be no real peace without conformity to 
the Holy Will of God. True, armed strife may be 
averted for the time being; but true Christianity may 
involve turmoil — the turmoil which comes when 
righteousness confronts evil. 





The way to true peace is a narrow one. It involves 
lirst of all surrender to God and His Christ. It 
means accepting the death and resurrection of our 
Lord with all therein implied. And when this is 
done, peace with God is the glorious result. No 
longer are we enemies and aliens. We become mem- 
bers of the household of faith, children of God and 
joint-heirs with Christ. 





The immediate corollary of peace with God through 
the redemption of the Cross, is the peace of God 
which fills the heart of the believer. Through faith 
in the finished work of the Redeemer we know there 
is no condemnation confronting us. We know that 
now nothing can separate us from the love of God 
in Christ. We are assured that God is for us and 
we care not what man may do to us. This peace is 
independent of and in no way related to the circum- 
stances by which we may be surrounded. In the 
midst of danger, sorrow, trouble, uncertainty we have 
the peace of God in our hearts because we have al- 
ready made peace with Him. 


Our Lord left us this legacy: “Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, gwe I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid.” (John 14:27) 


In the minds of some, peace means primarily quiet 
so that they may enjoy the delights of this world 
and serve the Devil in comfort and ease. 


James makes this clear when he says: “Ye ask, and 
receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may con- 
sume it upon your lusts. Ye adulterers and adulteresses, 
know ye not that the friendship of the world ts 
enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a 
friend of the world is the enemy of God.” (James 
:3,4) 


It is debatable whether the unregenerate world can 
ever know peace. The activities of consecrated peace 
makers have their effect, but “There ts no peace, 
saith the Lord, unto the wicked”, and the world 
deserves no peace except as the Prince of Peace shall 
Himself bring peace. 


Of immediate concern is that we as a nation shall 
not be drawn into a scheme for world “peace” which 
can be nothing more than a clever trap, in the toils 
of which all freedom is destroyed. 

—L. N. B. 





Good Witnesses to Jesus Christ 


The other day Dr. James O. Reavis of Nashville, 
Tenn. passed from the Church Militant to the Tri- 
umphant. As he did, all the trumpets sounded for him 
on the other side. Dr. “JO” Reavis was the last of that 
group of fine servants of God who made up the 
Faculty of Columbia Theological Seminary in the 
period I was privileged to be a student, 1917-1920. 
He was a great soul, a missionary statesman, an effec- 
tive teacher. Associated with him were President 
Thornton Whaling and Professors W. M. McPheeters, 
R. C. Reed, H. A. White, and E. D. Kerr. In looking 
over an old sermon preached before the Faculty and 
Student Body in that period I find these reflections 
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upon the insruction given by these mentors in that 
old school of the prophets: 


The architectonic principle of the studies 
at Columbia Theological Seminary seems 
to be that “the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God shines from the face of Jesus 
Christ.” And the distinctive Christian atti- 
tude is... that of “looking to Jesus, the 
author and finisher of our faith”. In our 
hearts, We can apply the sign of the Cross 
by looking backward to the historic Saviour, 
by looking upward to the interceding Christ 
on the right hand of power, by looking for- 
ward in hope to the coming King when He 
has put all things under Himself. At the 
beginning of the school year, Dr. Reed gave 
us this healthy admonition, “if you can’t be 
both a good preacher and a good man of 
prayer, be the latter, you will accomplish 
more.” President Whaling’s final message 
to our Class was this: “For we preach not 
ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord, and our- 
selves your servants for Christ’s sake.” 

Our Faculty of 1917-20 knew the patience of the 
saints who kept the commandments of God and the 
faith of Jesus, Rev. 14:12; 12:17. As one of their 
inadequate successors, I invite the prayers of God’s 
people that we may have grace to walk in their 
ways and keep the testimony of Jesus which they 
so well handed on to us. 


For all Thy saints, who from their labors rest, 


Who Thee by faith before the world con- 
fessed, 


Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 


Alleluia! Alleluia! 
; —W. C. R. 


Chains 


What are some of the chains that hang heavily on 
Christians, that bind us and handicap us in our desire 
to break free and be true and active servants of 
Jesus Christ? 





1. Convention—The conventions of life are mostly 
man-made and not God-made. And man-made things 
are generally devil-used. 


2. Habit—We little realize to what extent our 
lives are controlled by habit, and the habitual actions 
of the old man are not easily discarded for the pre- 
cepts of the new man which we become after con- 
version. 


3. The Desire for Peace—We just naturally dread 
to start a row, but yet we are told to “contend” for 
the faith and if our brother errs it is our plain duty 
to tell him about it, even at the risk of his friend- 
ship. 


4. The Fear of Ridicule—Christ was ridiculed 
many times, but we have an instjnctive revulsion 
against making a statement ar taking a position 
which may bring ridicule upon us. 





5. Spiritual Laziness—Many of us accept salva- 
tion, which is a free gift, but do not strive for sancti- 
fication, since this costs us work and effort. Yet} 
our Lord told us, “I am the vine and ye are the 
branches”, and we know that the work of the vine 
must be done by and through the branches. 


These shackles and many others of this life are 
not struck from us when we are saved, and we can 
never break them with our own strength, but they 
may be weakened and finally overcome through con- 
tinual prayer, work and study of God’s Word, and in 
these efforts we have a powerful assistant — the Holy 
Spirit. 

The Christian who breaks his chains will attain 
the victorious life. 

—R. LeC. 





Teaching the Bible 
By L. Nelson Bell 


To many laymen there is given the responsibilit) 
and privilege of teaching the Bible, usually within 
the curriculum of the church school. 


The responsibility involves the importance of such 
a task, the fact of men’s need for deeper understand. 
ing of God’s Word, and the nature of the Book itself. 


The privilege consists in the marvel of this volum: 
of “God-breathed literature” which is living and rel 
evant to our times — a divinely given revelation ot! 
great truths to be found nowhere else and without 
which man gropes in darkness. 


In a day when so much emphasis has been given 
to methods, those who teach the Bible should explore 
not only teaching techniques but the philosophy of 
teaching upon which methods are built. 


There are those who strongly support the discus- 
sion method. This has been considered, while the 
lecture method has been relegated to the era of the 
one room school house. 


Anyone acquainted with the philosophy of progres- 
sive education promulgated by John Dewey, along with 
his emphasis on individual “adjustment” and “meth- 
ods” of teaching, knows the havoc these ideas have 
played with American education. The seed was not 
recognized until its evil had already begun to ripen. 
A generation trained under this “progressive” method 
turned out to be uneducated and undisciplined in 
those things that education should produce. 


Has the philosophy which so nearly wrecked Ameri- 
can education filtered into the realm of the Church 
and become adopted by some of those responsible fo! 
Christian education? 


One can only wonder why the replacement of em- 
phasis on teaching the Bible with discussing it has 
been thought an improvement. 


What lies back of the change from responsible Bi 
ble teachers to “moderators” whose chief qualifica- 
tion is not so much a knowledge of the Bible as an f 
ability to keep discussion going? I believe we should } 
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reject any “teaching” which raises questions without 
answering them — which engenders doubt rather 
than fosters faith. 


We must of course make our Christian faith rel- 
evant, in action, to the needs of our times. However, 
such social emphasis must be balanced by a faithful- 
ness to the content of the faith without which no one 
can become a Christian. 


Basic to Christian education then is the teaching 
of the Bible. But teaching must be done by those 
who know the Bible and believe it. Discussion can 
be profitable only when the ultimate authority of the 
Scriptures is recognized. Without such reference to 
authority, decisions arrived at are merely on the level 
of human reasoning. 


Any method which contributes to a knowledge of 
the Bible — its historical content, moral implica- 
tions, and spiritual teachings is worthy of use. 


That which falls short of leading to an understand- 
ing of and faith in the authority and trustworthiness 
of the Scriptures and the Christ of the Scriptures, 
should be discarded as unworthy of true Christian 
education. 


It is unfortunate that there exists a cleavage of 
opinion on a matter of such grave significance. For 
those of us who believe there is an authority above 
and beyond the limitations of man’s reason, a revela- 
tion of divine truth to which we may turn for final 
word, the teaching of the Bible is of greatest im- 
portance. 


There is abundant support for the time-honored 
method of teaching which has richly borne fruit in 
the past. 


In the Old Testament we find that true revivals 
started because of the reading and hearing of the Law. 


In the New Testament there is similar evidence. 
Our Lord and the apostles backed their teaching and 
preaching with the Scriptures. When Apollos went 
to Ephesus he was fervent and zealous to teach and 
preach, but his understanding of the Scriptures was 
limited. Aquila and Priscilla heard him and “ex- 
pounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.” 
Following this detailed instruction in the Bible we 
are told that “he mightly convinced the Jews, and 
that publicly, showing by the Scriptures that Jesus 
was Christ.” 


Teaching the Bible is a thrilling experience when 
it is backed by adequate preparation and undergirded 
with prayer. It is thrilling because of the blessing 
which the teacher himself receives, and it is exciting 


because it brings a similar blessing to those willing 
to be taught. 


Let it never be forgotten: we are not dealing with 
an ordinary book but with a marvelous collection of 
books written by men of different backgrounds and 
with varying degrees of education over a period of 
nearly two millenniums; and still we find a unity of 
message throughout all the writings which only the 
Holy Spirit could have produced. 


How right is Dr. Crossley Morgan when he speaks 
with deep reverence of the “God-breathed literature”! 


Reverence for the subject being taught makes for 
an authority on the part of the teacher which is not 
his own, an authority which students sense. 


We note first of all that this authority derives from 
the very nature of the Holy Scriptures. It is a word 
of finality which speaks to the longing heart, to the 
one who has come to realize that the things which 
are seen are temporal but the things which are not 
seen are eternal. “Thus saith the Lord.” 


In his short book called Authority, Dr. Martin 
Lloyd-Jones emphasizes the importance of viewing 
the Bible as a whole. He says: “The Bible is a whole 
and its authority is complete. But having accepted 
it all, I still have residual difficulties, problems, and 
questions. It is surely nothing less than tragic that 
a man should start with a detail and because he is 
unhappy about that should say, ‘I cannot recognize 
the authority of the Scriptures at all.’” 


In teaching the Bible one also has behind him the 
authority of Christ revealed in this Book. It is here 
that we learn of Him and find that He too took as au- 
thoritative and final the Old Testament Scriptures 
with which He was so familiar. At His feet we can 
learn that attitude of faith which accepts the Scrip- 
tures for what they really are — God speaking to 
men. 


Thirdly, a teacher of the Bible speaks by the au- 
thority of the Holy Spirit. Only as He is present 
can the Scriptures be understood. Only as He teaches 
can we be taught, or can we in turn teach others. 
It is the Holy Spirit who leads us into all truth, who 
resolves our difficulties, gives understanding to the 
simple, and enables even a child to apprehend spirit- 
ual truths which seem as foolishness to the worldly- 
wise. 

A call to teach the Bible is a privilege to be prayer- 
fully heeded. To the Christian it affords a channel 
of service, a glorious opportunity not to be found 
in the secular field. And the fruits of such labor 
last for all eternity. 

—Reprinted from Christianity Today 
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George Wishart’s Trial 


By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


George Wishart was born in Scotland, but educated 
at Cambridge. The year before his death he returned 
to his own country and preached in many places 
against idolatry. He stayed sometimes in Dundee, 
but he was expelled from that place and at his de- 
parture denounced heavy judgment on them for hav- 
ing rejected the Gospel. In many other places he 
preached in the fields, when the churches were closed 
against him. 


A few days after he had been banished from Dun- 
dee, he heard that the plague had broken out there. 
Accordingly, he returned to take care of the sick and 
to minister as a pastor to the people. However, a 
priest, to whom he had shown kindness, tried to kill 
him, the people were aroused, and he was nearly torn 
to pieces by a mob. He escaped to Lothian and 
preached there. Here the Earl of Bothwell arrested 
him, and although he promised to do Wishart no 
harm, the Earl delivered him to the cardinal, who 
brought him to St. Andrew’s and called a meeting of 
bishops there to destroy him with more solemnity. 


For the trial the cardinal had his servants armed 
as soldiers. They first conducted the bishops into 
the abbey, and then a hundred of them, fully armed, 
brought Wishart to the place. As Wishart entered 
the church door, a poor man lying there asked alms. 
Wishart threw him his purse. He was to have no 
further need of it. 


The trial opened with a sermon. Then the accusa- 
tion was read. This was done by one, John Lauder, 
who read a paper full of cursing and devilish malice. 
The assembled people, ignorant and credulous, were 
aghast at the foul crimes enumerated and thought 
that the earth might open and swallow such a wicked 
man. Wishart himself stood patiently still and did 
not change his countenance. 


When Lauder, frothing at the mouth, had finished 
reading the accusation, he spit in Wishart’s face and 
said, “What have you to answer to these charges, you 
traitor and thief?” 


Wishart first kneeled down and prayed to God. 
Then rising he spoke: ‘Many horrible things have 
you said today, which, not only to teach, but even to 
think, I hold in abomination. Therefore I pray your 
discretion quietly to hear me that you may know 
what I have preached and what I have done. For, 
since the time I returned to Scotland, I have taught 
nothing but the Ten Commandments, the twelve ar- 
ticles of the faith, and the Lord’s prayer in our mother 
tongue. Moreover, in Dundee I taught the Apostle 
Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.” 


Suddenly the accuser shouted in a high voice, “You 
heretic, renegade, traitor, and thief, it is not lawful 
for you to preach. You have taken authority into 
your own hand, without any authority of the Church”. 
Then the company of prelates said among themselves: 
“If we give him license to preach, he is so crafty and 


so well versed in the Bible, that he will persuade the 
people and turn them against us.” 


Perceiving their malicious intent, Wishart appealed 
from the cardinal to the Lord Governor. John 
Lauder answered, “Is not my lord Cardinal the sec- 
ond person in this realm, Chancellor of Scotland, 
Archbishop of St. Andrew’s, and papal legate? Who 
else could you wish for a judge?” 


“IT refuse not the lord Cardinal, said Wishart, but 
for my judge I desire the Word of God and the 
temporal estate with some of your lordships, because 
I am here as the Governor's prisoner.” 


Then there occurred a sort of cross examination. 
In this Wishart hoped to expound the doctrines 
he had preached, but every time he tried to speak 
of doctrine, they silenced him and proceeded to an- 
other charge. 


“You heretic and traitor, you deceiver of the people, 
you have contemned the Governor’s authority by 
preaching in Dundee.” After being ordered to stop, 
you continued obstinately. 


“My lords,” replied Wishart, “I have read in the Acts 
of the Apostles that it is not lawful to desist from 
preaching the Gospel upon the threats of men, for 
it is written, we ought to obey God rather than man.” 


“You heretic, you; you said that the priest standing 
at the altar saying mass was like a fox wagging his 
tail in July.” 


“What I said, my lords,” replied Wishart, ‘was that 
the moving of the body externally without the inward 
moving of the heart is nought else but the playing of 
an ape, and not true service to God; for God is a 
secret of men’s hearts; therefore he who will truly 
adore God must in spirit honor Him.” 


“You heretic, you preached against the sacraments 
and said that there were not seven sacraments.” 


“My lords, if it please you, I never taught the num- 
ber of the sacraments, whether there be seven or 
eleven. ‘Those instituted by Christ are shown us in 
the Gospels.” 


“You traitor, you have openly taught that auricular 
confession is not a blessed sacrament, and have said 
that we ought only confess to God and not to a 
priest.” 

“My lords, I say that auricular confession, since it 
is not mentioned in the Gospel, cannot be a sacra- 
ment. Of the confession to be made to God there 
are many verses in Scripture. When I exhorted the 
people, I reproved no manner of confession.” 

“Heretic, you said it was necessary for every man 
to understand baptism, contrary to the general coun- 
cils and the holy Church.” 


“My lords, no one is so unwise as to deal with a 
Frenchman without understanding the conditions 
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of the transaction. Likewise I would that we under- 
stood what it is we promise to God in the name of 
the infant to be baptized. In fact, this is why you 
have the rite of confirmation.” 


Then Bleiter, the chaplain said, “You have a devil 
in you and the spirit of error.” But at this, a little 
child in the audience cried out, “The devil cannot 
speak such wonderful words as yonder man speaks.” 
Then the accusations continued: “Traitor and thief. 
you said that the sacrament of the altar was but a 
piece of bread baked in the ashes and no other thing, 
and that the mass is against the commandment of 
God.” 


Wishart replied, Concerning the sacrament of the 
altar, “my lords, I never taught anything contrary 
to Scripture.” 


You also said that it was lawful to eat meat on 
Friday. 

“T have read in the Bible,” said Wishart, “that all 
things are clean to a man who is clean. Meat does 
not make a man acceptable with God. To a faithful 
man all things are sanctified by the Word of God 
and prayer.” 


At this the bishops cried out, “What need have we 
of any witnesses against him. He has openly spoken 
blasphemy.” 


Amen 


But there were further questions on praying to the 
saints, on purgatory, on obedience to general coun- 
cils, and on the day of judgment. To all these ques- 
tions Wishart replied mildly and Scripturally. 


The bishops then condemned him to be burned 
as a heretic. The cardinal ordered his men to stand 
guard for fear there might be an attempt to rescue 
him. They tied his hands behind his back and 
marched him to the courtyard. As he went through 
the castle gate, two friars came up to him and said, 
“Master George, pray to our lady that she may be 
your mediatrix with her own Son.” Wishart re- 
plied, “Do not tempt me, brethren.” Then a rope was 
put around his neck and chains on his body, and he 
was led to the place of burning. 


After commending his soul to God, he exhorted 
the people to be true to the Word of God. He told 
them not to fear persecution. He also forgave those 
who had condemned him to death. The executioner, 
as was often the custom, kneeled before him and asked 
pardon for what he was about to do. Wishart bent 
over and kissed him. 


Then he was chained to the stake and was burned 
to ashes. 


By M. A. Hopkins, Th.M., D.D. 


These things saith THE AMEN” (Rev. 3:14). 


The subject on which I wish to speak today is 
Amen. I have never heard nor read a sermon on this 
subject, and so have no models by which to be guided 
or hindered, but will be free to blaze a new trail 
for myself. Amen is used throughout the Bible in 
numerous places and connections. It has ever oc- 
cupied an important place in the liturgies of the 
Christian Church of all ages. It is most frequently 
used at the close of prayers, hymns, and benedictions. 
It is a transliteration of a Hebrew word and, like 
several other such words, forms a part of the lan- 
guage of the Church Universal, transcending all na- 
tional, racial, and linguistic barriers. You recall the 
story of two Christian travelers of different na- 
tionality, who surmounted the barrier of language 
by the use of two of these universal words. One 
said, “Hallelujah,” and the other said, “Amen.” 


The word is most frequently pronounced with 
long a in speaking (a as in ale) Amen, but should 
always be pronounced with broad a in singing (a as 
in arm) Amen. The meaning of the word is: so be 
it; so it is; so shall it be; verily; assuredly. It is used 
to give solemn, heartfelt assent to what has just 
been said. Its use is largely Biblical and religious, 
but in the English language, like other Biblical ex- 
pressions, it has become secularized to some extent. 
Its secular use should be discouraged and avoided, 
so that the word may be entirely reserved for its 
original and exclusively religious use. 
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The original meaning of the word in Hebrew is 
sure, steadfast, certain. In Hebrew the word faith 
comes from the same root as Amen, and so means a 
feeling of certainty and assurance produced in the 
heart by something that is firm and steadfast. From 
a Hebrew point of view, faith then may be defined 
simply as saying Amen to God’s word. God's word 
is so firm and steadfast that it produces in man’s 
heart a deep feeling of certainty and assurance. In 
Hebrew the word truth also comes from the same 
root as Amen and faith. Faith is saying Amen to 
God’s word and accepting it as eternal truth. In 
Genesis 15:4-6 of Abraham we read: “And, behold, 
the word of Jehovah came unto him . . . and he said 
Amen to Jehovah, and it was reckoned to him for 
righteousness.” So the Apostle Paul, in writing to 
the Hebrew Christians, defines faith, saying: “Now 
faith is the assurance of things hoped for, a convic- 
tion of things not seen.” And from the rest of the 
chapter it is evident that faith is always based on 
the revealed Word of God. In this connection it is 
interesting to note that the Chinese character for 
faith is composed of a man standing by a word. 
When a man stands by his word it produces faith in 
the hearts of his fellow men. When a man stands 
on the Word of God we have faith unto the saving 
of the soul, or saving faith. 


As Christianity is the only religion in the world 
that makes faith on man’s part the sole condition of 
salvation, so it is the only religion that uses Amen. 
















Faith is based on the supernaturally revealed Word 
of the living God, and alone can give to the heart of 
man that absolute certainty and assurance that ex- 
presses itself by saying Amen. The Christian’s faith 
results in triumphant certainty. “We have believed 
and know that thou art the Son of God” (John 6: 
69). “These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God, that ye 
may know that ye have eternal life” (1 John 5:13). 


If the concordances are to be relied upon, the 
occurrence of Amen in the Bible is Numbers 5:22, 
where the word is repeated to give solemn emphasis 
—Amen, Amen. Deuteronomy 27 may be called the 
Amen chapter of the Bible, for the word occurs in it 
twelve times, once in each verse, beginning with 
verse 15 and going through verse 26. As each curse 
is pronounced from Mount Ebal, it is written: “And 
all the people shall say, Amen.” In three of the 
Psalms the emphatic formula is: Amen, and Amen 
(Psa. 41:13; 72:19; 89:52), marking the close of the 
first three books of the Psalter. The last two books 
of the Psalter close with Hallelujah, or praise ye Je- 
hovah. So we see where the expression “Amen. Hal- 
lelujah” comes from. 


From I Corinthians 14:16 we learn that Amen was 
used in the worship of the New Testament Church 
in apostolic times. In arguing against the unedifying 
speaking with tongues where there was no one to 
interpret, Paul says: “Else if thou bless with the 
spirit, how shall he that filleth the place of him that 
is without the gifts say the Amen at the giving of 
thanks, seeing he knoweth not what thou sayest?” 
From which we learn not only that Amen was in use 
at the time to give heartfelt assent and approval to 
what a speaker was saying, but also that it was to 
be used intelligently. When not used intelligently 
it becomes a meaningless form of lip-service, that is 
neither pleasing to God, nor edifying to man. The 
intelligent use of Amen, not only at the end of 
prayers and hymns, but appropriately interjected in 
the midst of a prayer, or even in the midst of the 
sermon, would add much to the warmth of the 
service, relieving it of some of its formality, and 
giving the people more opportunity for participation. 


In modern church services the preacher and the 
choir have even usurped the Amen, which originally 
was intended to be said by the people. “And all the 
people shall say Amen” (Deut. 27:16 ff). “And all 
the people said Amen” (I Chron. 16:36). “All the 
congregation said Amen” (Neh. 5:13). “The people 
answered Amen, Amen” (Neh. 8:6). I fully believe 
that if we train our congregations in the intelligent 
use of Amen, the warmth and spirituality of the serv- 
ices can be greatly increased. How impressive it would 
be if at the close of the prayers, hymns, and the ben- 
ediction the whole congregation responded with a 
deep, heartfelt Amen! It would be a great encourage- 
ment to the preacher if individuals in the congrega- 
tion, because impressed with the message, occasionally 
and spontaneously expressed their approval by saying 
Amen. Of course, its use would be liable to abuse 
as all good things are. But an Amen at the wrong 
place would not be any worse than the all too fre- 
quent apathy of nodding heads in our congregations. 
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The word Amen occurs more frequently in the 
Revelation than in any other book of the New Testa- 
ment, being used some nine times. No doubt one 
of the reasons is the number of songs and doxologies 
in the Revelation. It is peculiarly fitting in the Book 
which is the close and crown of the whole revelation of 
God to man. So the Amens in this wonderful Book 
are louder and sung by vaster choirs than in any 
other portion of God’s Word. Not only redeemed 
men, but the entire creation, and angelic choirs fill 
immensity with their resounding and reverberating 
Amens. In the remainder of this discourse I propose 
to set before you a brief study of the use of Amen 
in the Revelation. 


I. It is used at the close of one’s own doxology or 
prayer. In Revelation 1:6 John uses it at the close 
of his own ascription of praise to God: “To him 
be the glory and the dominion for ever and ever, 
Amen.” In Revelation 7:12 the heavenly choir uses 
it at the close of their sevenfold doxology of perfect 
praise to God, doxology which also begins with an 
Amen as we shall see later. Most of the benedictions 
with which many of the New Testament Epistles 
close have Amen at the end. This use is similar to 
John’s use in Revelation 1:6 and that of the heavenly 
choir in Revelation 7:12. Only John and the heavenly 
choir use it at the close of an ascription of praise 
to God, while in the case of the benedictions it 
closes the pronouncement of blessing on men. 


II. It is used by God Himself at the close of a 
solemn affirmation in Revelation 1:7. The announce- 
ment of the coming of Christ is followed by “Even 
so, Amen.” These words should be connected di- 
rectly with verse 8, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
saith the Lord God, who is and who was and who 
is to come, the Almighty.” These words are spoken 
by God the Father in ratification of the announce- 
ment of the coming of His Son in verse 7. It is the 
eternal God who says, “Even so, Amen.” And that 
to which He says Amen is absolutely certain to be 
done, for He is the Almighty. The second coming 
of Christ in the future is just as certain as 
the historical fact of His first coming in 
the past. “Even so” is the Greek word, and 
“Amen” is a Hebrew word, both expressing the same 
idea. The announcement of the second coming of 
Christ is addressed to both Jew and Gentile, and is 
certified to each in his own tongue. 


III. It is used at the beginning of a solemn an- 
nouncement in Revelation 7:12. The angels, elders, 
and living creatures around the throne fell on their 
faces and worshipped God, saying: “Amen: Blessing, 
and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, 
and power, and might, be unto our God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.” Here it is used to direct attention 
to and emphasize what is about to be said. This is 
similar to the use of “verily” by our Lord in the Gos- 
pels, which we will consider later on. 


IV. It is used for the purpose of giving assent to 
what has just been said by another. After the whole 
creation ascribes fourfold honor to God and the 
Lamb in Revelation 5:13, in verse 14 the four crea- 
tures who represent creation say: Amen. In Revela- 
tion 22:20 after our Lord solemnly says, “Yea: I 
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| runner, he said: 


come quickly,” John, representing the whole church 
of all ages, gives joyful assent, saying: “Amen: Come, 


| Lord Jesus.” This is an Amen to the most tremendous 


event that lies on the horizon of the future for the 
church and the world — the second advent of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. May the Holy Spirit fill our 
hearts in these dark days with the same eager longing 
for the speedy coming of the Lord Jesus. “Amen: 
Come, Lord Jesus.” 


V. It is used as a designation of Christ in Revela- 
tion 3:14 in His address to the self-deceived and 
over-confident Laodicean Church: “These things 
saith THE AMEN, the faithful and true witness, the 
beginning of the creation of God.” This is the most 
significant use of the word in the Bible, and the 
only time that it is so used. Note that it is so used 
by Christ Himself. The word Amen occurs through- 
out the Bible, but only here is it used as a proper 
name. Here Christ is represented as the personalized 
divine AMEN, the guarantor in person of the truth 
declared by Himself. All that He says is 
absolutely true, because He is Himself the eternal 
Truth of God incarnate, THE AMEN. In 
Isaiah 65:16, according to the margin of the Revised 
Version, God is called “God the Amen.” So here is 
another divine title appropriated by Christ to Him- 
self. This title describes God as the One who is 
utterly reliable, who accomplishes all His purposes 
and all His promises. As such He is THE AMEN, 
and calls forth from the human heart the deep respon- 
sive AMEN of faith. The Lord Jesus Christ is this 
“God the Amen.” “For how many soever be the 
promises of God, in Him is the Yea: wherefore also 


through Him is the Amen, unto the glory of God 
through us” (II Cor. 1:20). 

What a flood of illumination this title of Christ as 
THE AMEN sheds upon the use of Amen by our 


Lord in the Gospel! In the Synoptic Gospels He 
constantly introduces some unusually important teach- 
ing or statement of truth by “Verily”; and in John’s 
Gospel uses the repeated “Verily, Verily.” In the 
original these verilies are Amen. “Amen, I say unto 
you...” “Amen, Amen, I say unto you...” It 
is most fitting that He who is THE AMEN, in His 
solemn proclamation of God’s eternal truth to men, 
should be constantly saying: Amen, Amen. Blessed 
is he who in faith can say Amen to all the Amens 
of Him who is THE AMEN. To Amen the Amens of 
THE AMEN is to have eternal life. 


At the end of the benediction in the last verse of 
the Revelation occurs the last Amen of the whole 
Word of God. “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with 
all saints. Amen.” This benediction differs from all 
the others in that it alone uses the word “saints,” and 
so is worthy of special note. “The saints, the men of 
consecrated lives, are, in the Apocalypist’s view, the 
men for whom the whole course of human history 
is being carried to its end; who are destined as a 
body to survive the wreck of cities and empires, and 
in the end to dominate a new world. But the grace 
of the Lord Jesus is the only source of their strength, 
and the guarantee of their triumph; and the last 
words of the Apocalypse are at once a reminder of 
this primary condition of success, and a prayer that 
it may be realized in the experience of believers, both 
in the cities of Asia, and throughout the world.” 
Then the apostle adds the last Amen of the Bible. 
What a wonderful volume this last great Amen 
brings to a close! From “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1), 
God’s revelation has majestically moved forward to 
this final Amen. God gives each one of us the grace 
and faith to say Amen to the whole Word of God 
from Genesis to Revelation. Amen. 


The Christian’s Three-Fold Cord 


By Rev. Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D., D.D. 


The obvious fact that in union there is strength 
has been expressed in many different ways. Stu- 
dents of American history will recall the words said 
to have been uttered at the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence; “We must indeed all hang together, 
or, most assuredly, we shall all hang separately.” They 
were timely words. For then division meant destruc- 
tion, the loss of a great cause. The saying has proved 
true again and again in the political sphere. It is no 
less true in the religious. We read in Scripture that 
“A three-fold cord is not quickly broken” (Eccles. 
4:12). The Christian has a great cause, a great creed, 
a great heritage. It is strong because it is three-fold. 
Let us look at the three strands which constitute its 
strength. 


I. The Incarnate Word. When John the Baptist 
sought to make perfectly clear the difference between 
himself and the One of whom he was the fore- 
“He that cometh from above is 
above all: he that is of the earth is earthly and speak- 


eth of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is 
above all. And what he hath seen and heard that he 
testifieth.” With these words John divided all who 
have ever lived on earth into two classes, the heaven- 
born and the earth-born; and he placed the Christ 
whom it was his mission to proclaim in the one class 
and all mankind, himself included, in the other. A 
tremendous claim! What is the warrant for it? What 
does the Bible tell us about Jesus Christ? 


1. His Coming was the fulfillment of Ancient 
Prophecy. He did not come unannounced. Many 
times the Old Testament speaks of His coming. He 
is the seed of the woman which shall bruise the 
serpent’s head. He is the seed of Abraham in which 
all the nations of the earth are to be blessed. He is 
the prophet like unto Moses to whom the people are 
to hearken. He is the servant of the Lord of whom 
Isaiah foretold, “The Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” He is the king in whom all the 
sure promises to David are to have their fulfillment. 
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He is Immanuel, the mighty God of whose kingdom 
there shall be no end. 


2. He was born of a Virgin. No other ever entered 
upon the stage of human history as He did. No one 
could claim, as He did, that God was His Father, 
that He came forth from God. And this unique event 


was foretold by Isaiah more than 700 years before 
it came to pass. 


3. He lived a perfect, a sinless life. “All have 
sinned”, the Apostle reminds us, “and come short 
of the glory of God.” The best men are the most 
conscious of their own imperfections and sins. But 
Jesus who set the highest, the impossible standard, 
never confessed that He had come short of it in the 
slightest degree. “I do always those things which 
please Him,” He said of His relation to the Father. 
“Which of you convinceth me of sin?”, was His chal- 
lenge to the Jews. “This man hath done nothing 
amiss”, was the testimony of the dying thief. Jesus’ 
moral perfection is the pattern and the despair of all 
who would fulfill His command, “Be ye therefore 
perfect even as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 


4. He spoke with authority and not as the scribes. 
He declared, “Heaven and earth shall pass away but 
my words shall not pass away.” The common people 
heard Him gladly. The officers sent to arrest Him 
said, “Never man spake like this man.” The Sermon 
on the Mount is alike wonderful in its simplicity and 
its profundity. He spake of heaven as one whose 
home was there. He not merely claimed to come from 
God: He claimed to be God, “I and the Father are 


5. His mighty claims were accompanied by mighty 
deeds. He healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, fed 
the hungry, raised the dead, cast out devils; and He 
gave power to His apostles to do the same. When 
His own death was near at hand, He declared Him- 
self to be the Resurrection and the Life and He 


proved the truth of His words by raising Lazarus 
from the dead. 


6. His death was voluntary and vicarious. For Him 
as for no other death was the fulfillment of His mis- 
sion. He came to die. John said of Him, “Behold 
the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” He came “to give His life a ransom for 
many” as the good shepherd “to give his life for the 
sheep, to die that men might have life, and have 
it more abundantly.” 


7. He rose from the dead and was thereby declared 
to be the Son of God. The angel said to the women 
at the sepulchre, “He is not here: for He 
is risen as He said.” And of Him the Apostle 
wrote, “who hath abolished death, and brought life 
and immortality to light through the Gospel.” And 
again he tells us, “For now is Christ risen from the 
dead and become the first fruits of them that slept.” 
“He is risen” is the shout of triumph of the Chris- 
tian as he faces death and the grave. 


8. He is the Ascended and Glorified Christ. He 
is now seated at the right hand of God and to Him 
all power is given in heaven and in earth. He ever 
liveth to make intercession for His people. He is their 


only and their all prevailing mediator and intercessor. 
They have no need of human priests or of beatified 
saints or of angels. For “there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus.” 


9. He is the Everpresent Christ. He said to His 
disciples before He was parted from them, “Lo I 
am with you always even unto the end of the world.” 
High and lifted up, where no mortal eye can see 
Him, He is also nearer to us than breathing, nearer 
than hands or feet. 


10. He is to Come Again. Not in humility and 
humiliation, but in glory and power, to judge and 
to reign. He will come with the angels and the saints 
who have gone before, and they that are alive and 
remain of His people here on earth will be caught 
up to join Him in the air and to be forever with Him 
in that world in which “God will be all and in all.” 


These are the wonderful credentials of the Christ 
of Christian faith, Why do we stress them? They 
are all set forth in the Bible; and ought to be familiar 
to every Christian. We do this to remind ourselves 
that these great facts and doctrines are set forth only 
in the Bible. All that we certainly know about Jesus, 
except for the barest mention of Him by the classical 
writers, is contained in the Bible. Countless books 
have been written about Him. But in so far as they are 
true and dependable, they derive all their knowledge 
of Him from the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments. 


II. The Written Word. Since all our knowledge 
of Christ and of the saving Gospel which He pro- 
claimed is to be found in the Bible, it is of supreme 
importance to us to know and be assured that this 
Bible which brings us this glorious Good News is 
thoroughly dependable. For were this not the case 
the wonderful story which it tells us might be a ro- 
mantic tale, a dream, beautiful, glorious, but lacking 
the great essential, reality, actuality, certainty. So we 
need to have not only the story, but the proof that 
it is wholly true, entirely dependable. This assurance 
is given to us in such words as these: “the Word of 
our God shall stand forever”; “the Scripture cannot 
be broken”; “holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost”; “all Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God”. Cf Luke 1:1-4 and many other 
passages. It is because of its high claim to be the 
Word of God and its glorious disclosure of the things 
of God, its witness to the Christ of God, that the 
Bible has been cherished as no other book has been 
cherished; and it has been preserved in a way which 
is a miracle of Providence. For no other book can 
such convincing evidence of its faithful transmission 
be produced as for the Bible. 


III. The Witness of the Holy Spirit. The Bible 
is the best loved and the most hated book in the 
world today. This has always been the case. The 
reason is that “spiritual things are spiritually dis- 
cerned” and “the carnal mind is enmity against God.” 
So Jesus promised the guidance and illumination of 
the Holy Spirit: “When He the Spirit of truth is 
come, He will lead you into all the truth.” This 
witness of the Spirit to the Scriptures is supremely 
important. For as the hymn beautifully expresses it, 
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“The Spirit breathes upon the Word, 
And brings the truth to sight; 
Precepts and promises afford 
A sanctifying light.” 


For it is a tragic fact that there are many wise 
men in our midst today who are searching the Scrip- 
tures earnestly, who cannot find in them the Divine 
Saviour of men, because they are using only the wis- 
dom of men and are not seeking guidance of the 
Holy Spirit or heeding His voice. For the Christian's 
“full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth 
and divine authority” of the holy Scriptures “is from 
the inward work of the Holy Spirit, bearing witness 
by and with the Word in our hearts”. 


This then is the Christian’s Three-fold Cord: the 
Incarnate Word, the Written Word, and the witness 
of the Spirit to the Word. The Preacher assures us 
that “a three-fold cord is not quickly broken.” And 
when we think of the strength of each of the single 
strands of this cord and of the added strength which 
each gives to the other two, we need not hesitate to 
say that this is a three-fold cord that cannot be broken. 


It is important to bear this great truth in mind. 
For the attempt has often been made and is being 
made today to separate these three great strands of 
witness, to set them one against another, to weaken 
or destroy them separately. The reason that the 
Bible-believing Christian takes the high view of Scrip- 
ture, holding it to be “the Word of God, the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice,” is not because 
he is a bibliolater, but because it is the Bible that 
tells him about Christ and His great salvation. Yet a 
prominent Protestant theologian in reviewing a book 
which sets forth and defends that doctrine of the 
plenary inspiration of the Bible which is set forth 
in the Credo of the Church in which he is an of- 
fice bearer recently made this utterly unwarranted 
statement: “It seems that there are circles in 
Protestantism in which acceptance of a certain theory 
of Inspiration rather than belief in the Lord Jesus 
is considered the criterion of true Christian faith.” 
This is a misrepresentation of which a learned pro- 
fessor should not be guilty. It is an attempt to intro- 
duce false antithesis where there should be the utmost 
harmony. The Bible-believing Christian is not pri- 
marily concerned about theories regarding the inspira- 
tion of the Bible. He accepts its claim to be the 
Word of God and the assurance of Christ that the 
Scripture cannot be broken. He knows that if the 
Bible is true, he can claim all of its precious promises 
and know that they are Yea and Amen in Christ 
Jesus. If he cannot be sure that the Bible is fully 
dependable, then he must put a question-mark over 
against one or more, perhaps all of the great facts 
and doctrines which it contains. A favorite point of 
attack is the Virgin Birth of Jesus, which is one 
great element in the Scripture’s witness to the person 
of Christ and very clearly stated in it. There are 
others who would go still further and empty the Bi- 
ble completely of its Supernatural content. In this 
way the strands of saving Gospel truth are severed 
one by one until the cord becomes so weak that it 
can easily be broken. Then the Christian’s faith is 





gone or ceases to be really Christian. But the true 
Christian rejoices in the strength of his Three-fold 
Cord and will allow no man to tamper with it. 
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With his Institutes of the Christian Religion, 
the magnum opus of Christian theology since 
the times of the Reformation, Calvin under- 
girded the entire Protestant enterprise. History 
proves that, while Luther was the divine instru- 
ment to begin the work of the Reformation, 
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damental theological treatise in the develop- 
ment of a Protestant theology. “All subsequent 
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what Plato is among philosophers, or the [liad 
among epics, or Shakespeare among dramatists, 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 18, 1959 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Sharing The Living Christ 


Background Scripture: Acts 3 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 103:1-8 


The Junior Topic for today is a very suggestive 
one: I Give What I Have. We can only give what 
we have. If we possess the Living Christ, then we 
can share Him with others. These Christians knew 
that they had Christ; they could share Him with 
others around them. They shared their material 
goods, as we saw in the closing verses of chapter 2. 
Far more important were the spiritual blessings. The 
Topic for Intermediate-Senior group and for the 
Young People-Adult groups is in the form of a ques- 
tion: What do you have to share? When we “take 
stock” of our blessings, we find that, if we are Chris- 
tians, we have a lot to share. 


This brings us to our Devotional Reading from 
Psalm 103. The Psalmist David is “taking stock” or 
“counting his blessings” and begins this beautiful 
Psalm by calling upon his soul to bless the Lord. 
He then tells us of all his benefits. “Who forgiveth 
all thine iniquities.” David knew what that meant. 
He saw the heinous nature of his sins and confesses 
them in Psalm 51. Let us praise the Lord for His 
forgiveness of our sins, both of omission and com- 
mission. May the Holy Spirit enable us to see our 
sins and confess them. This in itself is a tremendous 
fact for us to believe. Thank God that through our 
Lord Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven. “Who healeth 
all our diseases.” He heals our bodies, sometimes 
through means and medicine; sometimes directly, in 
answer to prayer. Healing of the body is not the 
most important healing: He also heals our souls. 
Jesus was Healer of body and soul. “Who redeemeth 
thy life from destruction.” How often we have been 
very close to death! I can remember three or four 
times when I was near destruction; there was but a 
step between me and death. He kept me from being 
destroyed. Then He keeps, redeems us, from hell 
itself, the second death. “Who crowneth thee with 
loving kindness and tender mercies.” The Lord has 
been so good to us all. Our blessings of a material 
sort; our greater spiritual blessings. So the Psalmist 
keeps on with personal and national and universal 
blessings. We have had what many others have not 
had, and we should share these blessings. 


I suppose these Christians at Pentecost felt like 
singing this beautiful Psalm. They had a Living 
Saviour, raised from the dead; they had the Spirit 
poured out upon them. Certainly they would want 
others to enjoy these same blessings. Our lesson 
divides itself into (1) A Miracle of Healing and (2) 
A sermon on the miracle. In both there is a sharing 
of the Living Christ. 
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I. The Miracle of Healing: Acts 3:1-11 


Why do we have so many miracles in the Gospels 
and in Acts? Because there is need for them. We 
have several periods in Bible History when many 
miracles were performed. One was in the time of 
Moses. When God was ready for Israel to depart out 
of Egypt there was a need for miracles. God had to 
show signs and wonders and deal sternly with Phar- 
aoh before he was willing to let the people go. 
The True and Living God had to show His power 
over all the false gods of Egypt and let every one 
know that He ruled. As they journeyed through the 
wilderness and entered Canaan there was need for 
miracles. A second time was in the days of Elijah 
and Elisha when Baal worship was prevalent in Israel 
and Judah. A third period was in the days of 
Daniel and his three friends. 


The fourth period when miracles were demanded 
was the time of the Gospels and Acts, when Christ 
was on earth and when the church was entering upon 
its program of taking the Gospel to all the world. 
One of the three good reasons why Christ performed 
miracles, was to prove that He was the Son of God. 
John calls them “signs”. “Believe me for the very 
work’s sake,” said Jesus. Nicodemus, when he came 
to Jesus, said, “no man can do these miracles (signs) 
that thou doest, except God be with him.” Miracles 
were a part of Christ’s credentials when He pro- 
claimed Himself as the Messiah. 


The small band of disciples had a tremendous task 
before them. How were these men to convince the 
world of the truth of the Gospel? Would preaching 
be enough, or did they need some “signs” from God? 
Evidently God felt that they needed some miracles 
to prove that they, too, came from God. So we find 
that power was given them to perform miracles of 
healing and even of raising the dead to life again. 


Of course, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost was a tremendous miracle in itself, and 
the speaking with tongues was another, but here in 
the third chapter we find Peter performing his first 
miracle. 


He and John went up together to the temple at 
the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. A certain 
man, lame from his birth, was at the gate called 
Beautiful to ask alms of those entering the temple. 
He asked Peter and John for something and Peter 
said to him: “Silver and gold have I none; but such 
as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of 











Nazareth rise up and walk.” 
right hand and immediately he was healed and en- 
tered with them into the temple, walking, and leap- 


He took him by the 


ing, and praising God. Peter gave him something 
far better than alms — health of body and soul, for 
he was “praising God”. The church today has lots 
of silver and gold and we are giving it to help the 
needy. In getting our wealth, have we lost the power 
to heal both body and soul? We do not see spectacu- 
lar miracles like this one any more. Why? The best 
reason is that we do not need these supernatural 
“signs” any more. I believe God does perform 
miracles of healing, even today, when there is need. 
It is easy to stress too much healing of the body, for 
it is but temporary. Even the sick whom Jesus 
healed died in a few years. The main thing is heal- 
ing of the soul. This man seemed to have both 
body and soul healed. If there were need for “signs” 
of this sort then God would give them today. 


The effect of the miracle was immediate. The 
people were filled with wonder and amazement at 
that which had happened to this man, and they 
followed Peter and John. It was the opportunity 
for preaching a sermon. Jesus often preached a ser- 
mon in connection with a miracle. After He fed 
the five thousand He preached on Himself as being 
the Bread which came down from heaven and ex- 
horted His hearers to desire Spiritual Bread rather 
than material bread. Peter accepted this opportunity 
to preach Christ. 


II. The Sermon Which Followed the Miracle: 
3:12-26 


Let us examine this second sermon and see what 
Peter said to these people: 


He first of all set them straight as to the Source 
of Healing. The people were amazed and seemed 
to be in danger of making heroes out of Peter and 
John. “Why look ye so earnestly on us? It is not our 
power or holiness which had made this man walk.” 
Here is a point of danger for us preachers. When 
someone said to Billy Graham that it must make him 
feel good to draw such crowds, he hastened to say, 
“This is not my doing; it is the work of God.” As 
long as we hold firm to this and give all the glory 
to God, we are safe, but if we begin to think, I must 
be some great person to attract so many people, or 
to see so many come forward and accept Christ, then 
we are at an end of usefulness. Satan has ruined 
many an evangelist by making him a bit proud and 
taking some of the credit to himself. Peter and 
John were wise in being humble. God resists the 
proud. This miracle was not wrought to glorify 
Peter and John: it was performed to glorify Jesus 
Christ, God’s Son, whom they had delivered up to 
Pilate and denied the Holy One and desired a 
murderer instead, | 


Here is the second point of the sermon. He points 
out their sin and guilt. They had killed the Prince 
of Life. If we can make people realize their sin, 
then there is some hope for them. The Holy Spirit 
alone can convict of sin. It seems to me that here, 
too, all successful evangelists must copy Peter. If 
we can, by the power of the Spirit, make men see 


how sinful they are, especially in this matter of re- 
jecting Christ, then we can present Christ as the 
Saviour from sin. But until men and women realize 
their guilt, then they see no need for a Saviour. 


God has raised Him from the dead. The resurrec- 
tion of Christ is very, very, important. They were 
not trying to share a dead Saviour, but a Living One. 
God had sealed all the work of Christ by raising 
Him from the dead. 


It is faith in His name which has made this man 
strong and well. It was faith that brought the bless- 
ing of healing to the multitudes of sick who came 
to Jesus and this faith is still the means of health of 
both body and soul. Salvation by grace through 
faith is one of the basic principles of Christianity. 


He then exhorts them to repent and be converted 
(turn again). Faith and repentance go together. 
Sometimes one is more prominent, and sometimes the 
other. We turn our back on sin and turn our faces 
toward God, and we turn in faith to Jesus Christ and 
turn our backs on sin. There can be no true faith 
without repentance, nor true repentance without 
faith. 


The times of refreshing shall come. How we need 
them in our world today. I have just been reading 
a fine pamphlet on “Do We Need Revival?” by Dr. 
Bell. If the world ever needed revival — “times of 
refreshing” — then it needs it now. I believe that 
only a Revival can save us from a third World War 
with all its horrors. We are always in need of Re- 
vival, and God graciously granted us one in Char- 
lotte with Billy Graham. But we need one in all our 
big cities and country. 


There will be a “Time of Refreshing” when “He 
shall send Jesus Christ, whom the heaven must re- 
ceive until the times of restitution of all things”. 
The Second Coming of Christ will be the most won- 
derful of all our “times of refreshing”. This is the 
hope of the world. But while we wait and watch 
and pray, let us also work and exhort men to turn 
from their iniquities and accept the Prince of Life 
as Saviour and Lord. 
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YOUNG PEOPLES 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 18, 1959 


Scripture: Matthew 19:3-9 
Suggested Hymns: 

“I Would Be True” 

“More Like The Master” 

“Saviour, Like A Shepherd Lead Us” 

(For this program be sure to have a well qualified 
adult on hand to answer questions and to guide you 
in any discussion which may arise.) 

Program Leader’s Introduction: 

When we take as our topic “To Marry or Not to 
Marry — Now”, “now”, is the important word. We 
are not raising the question of the rightness or wrong- 
ness of marriage itself. The Bible makes it clear 
that marriage is an honorable and blessed estate. It 
can be assumed that most teenage young people will 
marry sooner or later. That is the question we are 
concerned with . . . should teenagers marry now or 
should they wait? 


We are living in an era in which teenage marriages 
are on the increase. The trend is viewed as a prob- 
lem by public school officials. Many of the popular 
national weekly magazines have featured articles and 
reports on the subject. Domestic relations courts pre- 
sent statistics to show that early marriages are many 
times more likely to run into difficulty than are 
marriages between more mature persons. These ob- 
servations would indicate quite clearly that the in- 
crease of teenage marriages constitutes a problem. 


It should be helpful to consider some of the factors 
which have contributed to the growing number of 
teenage weddings. (1) We are living in times of 
relative financial prosperity, which means that it is 
easier now than at other times to get enough money 
to “go steady” and then get married. (2) Teenage 
young people are likely to be most aware of the physi- 
cal aspects of love, and all the modern means of com- 
munication and entertainment are placing undue em- 
phasis on sex. (3) Many young people seem to be 
afraid that if they do not marry while they are very 
young they will be left out altogether. (4) Au- 
thorities agree that the modern trend of “steady dat- 
ing” leads to earlier marriages. (5) One of the most 
influential factors and one of the most senseless is the 
“herd instinct” among young people. Many teenagers 
feel they must marry immediately for no other reason 
than that it is the popular thing to do. 


In nearly every group of senior-hi age young people 
there are those who are thinking about being married 
soon. We do not say that all marriages between those 
who are very young will end disastrously. They will 
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Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


To Marry or Not to Marry - Now 


encounter problems which they would be less likely 
to encounter if they waited a few years before marry- 
ing, and some of these problems can grow to serious 
proportions. Let us “look before we leap”. 

First Speaker: 

One of the most obvious problems in early mar- 
riages is that of emotional immaturity. The problem 
here is that few of us feel immature at a given time. 
We can look back a few years and see how we have 
developed, but it is hard to recognize our limitations 
at the present. The best thing to do is to take the 
word of those who have already gone the way we are 
now going. They will surely tell us that the breadth 
of experience we can gain in the next few years will 
enable us to love more deeply and unselfishly. Added 
maturity increases by many times the likelihood of a 
marriage to succeed. 

Second Speaker: 

It has already been suggested that the strongest 
kind of attraction between teenage young people is 
usually physical attraction. There is nothing wrong 
with physical attraction in itself (God made it), but 
it is the least important attraction that two people 
can have for each other. It is quickest to lose its 
power in our lives. Intellectual and spiritual attrac- 
tion are far more important and far more lasting. 
We are certain to lose the fresh beauty and handsome- 
ness of our teen years. Many marriages are based on 
nothing more than physical appearance. Is it any 
wonder that they fall apart? It takes time and ma- 
turity for two people to develop a community of in- 
terest in things spiritual and intellectual, but this 
community of interest is necessary for a happy Chris- 
tian marriage. 

Third Speaker: 

Early marriages usually mean that the couple must 
go to work doing whatever they can in order to earn 
a living. This often means that educational plans 
must be given up, and that hopes and ambitions are 
crushed. In some cases a wife will work in order to 
allow her husband to complete his education. All 
of these situations serve as fine foundations for future 
resentments. Many a young man spends his time 
doing a job which is not satisfying and which does not 
provide adequate support for the family simply be- 
cause an early marriage forced him to go to work be- 
fore he was prepared to do what he really wanted to 
do with his life. There are young wives whose lack 
of education makes them out of place in their hus- 
band’s social set, and it is because they sacrificed 
their educational hopes and went to work that their 

(Continued on Page 20) 





News of CHU 





TENNESSEE 


Missionary Announcements 


Nashville — (PN) — Missionaries 
sa tieee announced the birth of a 
child to them during this summer 
are as follows: 


Rev. and Mrs. John W. Folta 
of oo Korean mission, who announce 
the arrival of a son, John Wesley, 
Jr., on June 28. Mrs. Folta is the 
former Ruth Clauss Humes, a mem- 
ber of Belle Haven Presbyterian 
Church, Belle Haven, Va. The Foltas 
have two other children: Martha Jean 
and Paul Humes. Mr. Folta is a 
member of Norfolk Presbytery and 
a graduate of the College of Wooster, 
Wooster, Ohio and Princeton The- 
ological Seminary. His wife is a 
graduate of Maryville College and of 
Presbyterian Hospital School of Nurs- 
ing, N. Y. City, N. Y. She also at- 
tended Biblical Seminary in N. Y. 


A daughter, Helen Stuart, was 
born on July 4 to the Rev. and Mrs. 
Wilson T. Dowling of our Brazil 
mission. They have two sons, Wil- 
son Thompson, Jr., and Willis Irvin. 
Mrs. Dowling is the former Helen 
Stuart Irvin of Augusta, Ga., and 
Aiken, S. C. She is a member of 
the Grace Presbyterian Church in 
Aiken, and a graduate of the Pennsyl- 
vania School of Architecture. Mr. 
Dowling is a graduate of Presbyterian 
College and Columbia Seminary, De- 
catur, Ga. He is a former member 
of the Shandon Presbyterian Church 
in Columbia, S. C., and was ordained 
to the ministry in that church, hav- 
ing been previously accepted as mis- 
sionary candidate for Brazil. 


The Rev. and Mrs. William S. Met- 
zel of our Congo Mission have an- 
nounced the arrival of John William 
Metzel, July 9, in Richmond, Va. 
He is their third child. The other 
two are Sarah and Jeffrey. The 
Metzels have been on furlough in 
the U. S. 


Mr. Metzel is a member of Po- 
tomac Presbytery. He studied at 
Washington and Lee University and 
Columbia and Union Theological 
Seminaries. His wife is the former 
Ruth Phipps of Waynesboro, Va., a 
member of Mt. Horeb Church, Grot- 
toes, Va. As a teacher she studied at 
Mary Washington College, the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, and the As- 
sembly’s Training School. 


Dr. and Mrs. John Knox Miller of 
our Congo Mission, themselves chil- 
dren of missionaries, announce the 
arrival of a daughter, Harriet Merle, 
July 26, in Luluabourg. Their other 
children are: Aurie Hollingsworth, 
James Montgomery, and John Neel. 


a0, 


Dr. Miller is the son of the Rev. 
and Mrs. A. Hoyt Miller of our 
Congo mission. He is a medical mis- 
sionary, graduate of Davidson Col- 
lege, Tulane Medical School, and of 
a post-graduate course in tropical 
medicine at Tulane. 


Mrs. Miller, nee Aurie Hollings- 
worth Montgomery, is the daughter of 
the Rev. and Mrs. James N. Mont- 
gomery, of our China Mission. She is 
a graduate of Agnes Scott College 
and Baptist Hospital Medical School, 
New Orleans. The Millers are mem- 
bers of the St. Charles Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church in New Orleans. 


A son, Walter McDuffie, was born 
July 25, to the Rev. and Mrs. Benson 
Cain of our Japan Mission. He is 
their third son, the others being 
Colin Benson and Bibb Randall. 


Mrs. Cain is the former Coline 
Gunn of Micanopy, Fla., a graduate 
of the Florida State University, and 
A. T. S. She is a member of the 
Bellaire, Tex., Presbyterian Church. 
Mr. Cain is a member of East Ala- 
bama Presbytery. Mr. Cain studied 
for his mission career at Presbyterian 
College and Columbia Theological 
Seminary. They have recently com- 
pleted a year’s regular furlough in 
the United States. 





Colotlipa, Mexico—(PN) — “July 
11-12 were red letter days for our 
Mission and especially for Miss Alice 
J. McClelland,” says Miss Margaret 
V. Shelby in a report just sent to the 
US by this ye: of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S. The occasion was 
the celebration of Miss McClelland’s 
77th birthday, and Miss Shelby was 
one of the more than 300 people 
= helped her commemorate the 

ay. 


For more than 50 years Miss Mc- 
Clelland has been a member of the 
Presbyterian family in Mexico wit- 
nessing for the Lord. After seven 
years in Matamoros and seven more 
in Mexico City she has been serving 
in the State of Guerrero the past 
three and a half decades. 


Miss McClelland was retired from 
the Board of World Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., in June 
1956. But, for her, the end was not 
yet. As she has said, “My real Boss 
is the Head of the Church, and my 
job will last as long as I do.” 


The celebration began with a din- 
ner where Miss McClelland was sur- 
rounded by some of her oldest pupils 
and some of her newest converts. 
The gentleman who sat next to her 
had on dirty white clothes which 
were of unbleached domestic 
“manta”, which “looks like white 
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pajamas. He sat with great 
dignity because of his new faith, al- 
though he is still a babe in the Lord, 
and because of Miss McClelland, who 
had honored him by seating him at 
her side.” 





The evening was completed with 
a service of prayer and praise fol- 
lowed by a few games. 


The next day, Sunday, Rev. Ruben 
Garcia, the local pastor, had ar- 
ranged a most memorable thanks- 
giving service in a little chapel by 
the river in nearby Chilpancingo 
which 300 persons attended. The 
choir was composed of 25 young peo- 
-_ from Acapulco and was directed 
y a man whom a few years ago 
Miss McClelland had reclaimed for 
the Lord from alcoholism. But there 
he was, a new man in a clean white 
suit leading the choir. 


After the service there was a big 
dinner at the Girls’ Student Home 
given us by Miss McClelland’s former 
servant and, according to Miss 
Shelby, “about 250 of us enjoyed 
eating delicious ‘pozole’ and remem- 
bering former happy years.” 





GEORGIA 


McClure Joins Publicity Staff 


Atlanta —(PN)— The Publicity 
Department of the General Council, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., has an- 
nounced that Mr. Robert E. McClure, 
Jr., formerly of Asheville, N. C., has 
accepted the position of News Direc- 
or of the office which is located 

ere. 


The announcement was made by 
Mr. Bluford B. Hestir, Jr., Publicity 
Secretary of the General Council and 
head of the Publicity Department. 


Mr. McClure, 27, is the son of 
Dr. and Mrs. R. E. McClure, Sr., of 
Asheville. Dr. McClure is Executive 
Secretary of Asheville Presbytery. 
The new director was educated in 
the public schools of his native North 
Carolina, and is a graduate of South- 
western at Memphis. 


McClure came to the Publicity Of- 
fice of the Church in early Septem- 
ber from the staff of the Asheville 
Times. He has also worked with 
WLOS-TV in Asheville. Two of his 
three years service in the U. S. 
Army were spent in Japan, where 
he was for fifteen months broadcast 
technician for the Far East Network. 
Tokyo, an affiliate of the Armed 
Forces Radio and TV Service. 


McClure is married to the former 
Miss Barbara Davis of Waynesville, 
He is serving as director of 
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music at Rehoboth Presbyterian 
Church, Decatur, Ga., and his wife 
is organist. 


McClure is the third child of the 
Presbyterian Manse now in the Pub- 
licity Department. Secretary Hes- 
tir’s father is Dr. B. B. Hestir, Sr., 
now retired. Miss Ruby Sloan, Bul- 
letin Editor, is the daughter of the 
Rev. Benson Sloan of Union, S. C. 


The publicity staff also includes: 
Miss Claire Randall, Director of the 
Art Unit; Miss Emily E. Campbell, 
secretary; and James Bray, art as- 
sistant. 





Columbia Seminary 


Decatur —-(PN)— Columbia Pres- 
byterian Theological Seminary en- 
tered an historical year when 250 
students from nine countries attend- 
ed the opening service in Decatur 
Presbyterian Church here Sept. 17. 


The 1959-60 year for the Decatur 
seminary will witness beginning con- 
struction on three new buildings and 
it opens with the presence on the 
campus of three new professors. Two 
others will join the faculty later in 
the session. 


Actually the school year began 
four days earlier when 75 new stu- 
dents began to arrive on the campus 
for the orientation period. Classes 
began Sept. 18. 


Dr. Felix B. Gear, dean of stu- 
dents, is taking a sabbatical year 
leave of absence and has sailed for 
Europe. Dr. Samuel A. Cartledge, 
graduate dean, and Dr. F. Sidney 
Anderson, registrar, will share his 
duties during the year. 


The three new members of the 
faculty are the Rev. Ludwig R. De- 
witz, assistant professor in Old 
Testament, the Rev. David R. Moore- 
field, instructor in Systematic The- 
ology, and the Rev. Luther Mundy, 
instructor in New Testament. 


Mr. Dewitz, a native German who 
was a refugee from the Nazi regime, 
is a graduate of the University of 
London and has been studying for 
his doctorate at Johns Hopkins. 


Mr. Mundy and Mr. Moorefield 
are both graduates of Columbia Sem- 
inary, and both have been studying 
for their doctorates, Mr. Moorefield 
at Duke University, and Mr. Mundy 
here at Emory. Mr. Mundy, of Ab- 
beville, S. C., holds an A.B. degree 
from King College and Mr. Moore- 
field, from Lancaster, S. C., grad- 
uated from Presbyterian College. 


Since January 1, 1959, $2 million 
has been raised in pledges in the 
synods of Georgia and South Caro- 
lina toward a $2.5 million goal, Dr. 
J. McDowell Richards, president of 
the seminary reports. On_ the 
strength of this success bids will be 
received in September for a new 
apartment dormitory for families of 
students. The new building will con- 


tain 12 living units and construction 
is expected to begin in October. 


In addition architects are prepar- 
ing details and specifications for an- 
other men’s dormitory and for a stu- 
dent center which will contain a 
dining room. The directors of the 
seminary will let contracts as soon 
as the plans are finished and the 
bids received. Construction on these 
buildings is expected to begin in 
December. 


The campaign is continuing after 
a relatively inactive summer and in 
1960 the efforts will be extended to 
the Synods of Alabama and Missis- 
sippi. 





Atlanta, Ga.—(PN)— A record 
breaking attendance and a complete 
revision of the annual schedule for 
Assembly Men’s Council were fea- 
tures of the AMC Executive Com- 
mittee meeting here Sept. 12-13. 


The executive committee, made up 
of eight elected officers, permanent 
representatives, representatives of 
synod Men’s Work committees, of 
the Regional Directors, of the Board 
of Christian Education, of the Gen- 
eral Council, and the president of 
each synod, meets twice each year. 
For the first time in the 14-year 
history of AMC, every synod presi- 
dent was able to attend the executive 
committee meeting, and only two of 
the 38-man committee were absent. 


With AMC President J. W. Bald- 
win of Houston, Texas, presiding, 
the committee adopted a “new 
strategy for AMC” which changes 
the annual AMC meeting from Jan- 
uary to fall, probably October. The 
full Council, made up of presidents 
of all presbyteries and all regional 
directors in addition to the member- 
ship of the executive committee, has 
been meeting the first week in Jan- 
uary. The executive committee has 
normally met separately in September 
or October. The new strategy re- 
verses these meeting dates so as to 
enable leaders to plan and enter 
each year’s program more effectively. 


As revised, the executive commit- 
tee will meet in January and work 
out plans for the next year, have 
those plans reviewed by the Chris- 
tian Education Council in late Jan- 
uary, and approved by the Board of 
Christian Education in February. 
The Division of Men’s Work in Rich- 
mond will then spend the spring and 
summer in preparing materials to 
be used by the full AMC when it 
meets in early fall. The Council 
meeting will then be devoted to 
training and inspiration, looking to- 
ward the following year. Since most 
of the AMC in the fall will be made 
up of newly-elected officers, this 
schedule will prepare them for more 
effective work, in the opinion of the 
executive committee. In the past 
the new officer was already well into 
his year in office before the ma- 
terials coming out of the January 
AMC meeting could be put into his 
hands for final approval. 
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Further steps toward another 
Men’s Convention were taken, with 
the committee voting to ask the 
Board of Christian Education in its 
October meeting to appoint an Over- 
all Convention Committee. The 
Board was asked to instruct the com- 
mittee to give priority consideration 
to dates for the convention, the ques- 
tion of whether one convention or a 
series of smaller ones should be held, 
the place of the convention, financial 
arrangements for it, and the possi- 
bility of using small-group techniques 
to make it an inspirational-educa- 
tional experience. 


The next convention has been ten- 
tatively set for 1963. Invitations 
were presented at the committee 
meeting from Dallas, Texas and 
Louisville, Ky., and from Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., if a series of con- 
ventions is decided upon. 


In other action taken, the execu- 
tive committee reviewed the Reach- 
ing-Teaching Project, major effort 
for Men of the Church for 1959-61. 
J. W. Hyde of Elberton, Ga., chair- 
man of the Projects Committee pre- 
sented materials which have been 
prepared for the project and out- 
lined the plans for developing the 
project through each local men’s 
organization. It is designed to en- 
courage adult participation in Sun- 
day School. 


The executive committee unani- 
mously turned down suggestion of 
an “extra working dollar fund,” 
which would ask every Man of the 
Church to contribute $1 toward an- 
nual special projects. This plan, 
somewhat similar in purpose but dif- 
fering in operation from the Wom- 
en’s Birthday Offering, was voted 
down as threatening to weaken the 
total stewardship program of the 
Church, 





Digest of Red River 
Presbytery Minutes 
218th Stated Meeting 


218th Stated Meeting, Covenant 
Church, Monroe, La. Sept. 8, 1959. 
Dr. W. H. McFadden preached Mod- 
erator’s Sermon. Rev. Frank 0. 
Brown & Rev. Finley C. Patton pre- 
sided at Lord’s Table. Rev. Earl 
B. Kiggins elected Moderator.Pres- 
ent: Ministers 38; Ruling Elders 30; 
Visitors 11. 


AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE to 
study Book of Church Order Chapter 
on United Churches and report next 
oe Rev. W. Taylor Clarke, 

m. 


STANDING COMMITTEES: Judi- 
cial & Higher Jud. & Resolutions 
appointed. 


PASTORAL RELATIONSHIP 
DISSOLVED — Rev. Edgar L. 
Storey, Jr., & Vivian Ch. effective 
Sept. 30, 1959. He has accepted 
call of Vidalia Pres. Church. 





INSTALLATION COMMISSION 
APPOINTED: Rev. Edgar L. Storey, 
& Vidalia, Ch. for Oct. 4, 1959 at 
7 P.M. Ministers: Shrum, John Brad- 
shaw, Pickens, Patton, Gage; Ruling 
Elders: John Humble, C. B. Haddon, 
Otto Lancaster. 


REPORTS OF COMMISSIONS TO 
ORDAIN AND/OR INSTALL: Rev. 
John Bradshaw, St. Joseph & Water- 
proof Churches; Rev. Archie B. 
Faries, Rayville Church; Rev. Earl 
S. Mulley, Benton & Rocky Mount 
Churches; Rev. David Sebesta, Plain 
Dealing & Cottage Grove; Rev. Rs &. 
Swayze, John Calvin Church S’vport; 
Above Ordained & Installed. In- 
stalled Rev. John D. Fretwell, Jr., 
Lake Providence Church. Commis- 
sions discharged. Above men & Rev. 
Herbert B. Barks & Rev. Ralyn C. 
Parkhill enrolled Presbyters, sign- 
ing obligation. 


MINISTER RECEIVED: Rev. 
Ralyn C. Parkhill from Quachita 
Presbytery, recd., examined. Call of 
Bd. of Trustees, Synod of La.’s Ever- 
green Vocational Training School 
found in order, placed in hands. He 
accepted. 


PRESBYTERY’S YOUTH COUN- 
CIL MODERATOR SPEAKS: Miss 
Margaret Rose Griffing spoke con- 
cerning Council’s work. Announced 
Senior High Rally Memorial Church, 
West Monroe, La. Nov. 7, 1959 & 
Syn. Youth Conv. Baton Rouge Dec. 
28-30. 


REQUEST TO INCORPORATE 
WESTMINSTER CH., MONROE 
granted by Presbytery. 


HIGHLAND CHAPEL, WEST 
MONROE, PETITIONS PRESBY- 
TERY TO ORGANIZE CHURCH. 
Rev. H. E. Bradshaw and Elder N. 
A. Randall presented petition which 
was approved. Organizing Service 
Nov. 1, 1959, 7:30 P. M. Highland 
Chapel. Commission to Organize: 
Ministers: Wiggins, Chmn., Gray, 
O’Neal, Shepperson Bradshaw, W. 
H. McFadden; Ruling Elders: Jn. 
Humble, F. V. Spivey, Noel Grower, 
J. T. Williams, A. P. Kimming. 


POWERS OF EVANGELIST 
granted to Rev. Ralyn C. Parkhill & 
Rev. Jack Bennett. 


PRESBYTERY’S COUNCIL RE- 
PORT ADOPTED: Presbytery’s Bud- 
get 1960, $224.242. Askings of 
Synod, Assembly & Presbytery ac- 
cepted. Increase 15% over 1959. 
Presbytery Tax remains 38.2c per 
capita; Continue 3 yr. plan for 
Church Extension capital funds. 
Budget askings to be apportioned in 
three figures as last year, Benev- 
olence, Presbytery Tax, Ch. Ext. 
Campaign; Council Chairman to 
send these figures to Churches. 
Spring, (May) Meeting to highlight 
Stewardship. To have special speak- 
er, to invite Deacons as guests of 
Presbytery, to meet at Alabama 
Church. Home Mission request of 
$10,000 from Assembly Ch. Extn. 
for use in Shreveport-Bossier area 
for purchase of sites for new 


churches approved. Council Chair- 
man or his representative to be 
Presbytery’s representative on Syn- 
od’s Council. 


PARTIAL REPORT WORLD 
MISSION COMMITTEE: Rev. W. 
T. Clarke announced Fall W. M. 
Workshops: Monroe area Oct. 4, 
1959; Shreveport area Oct. 5, 1959. 
4:30-9:00 P. M. Mrs. H. D. Haberyan 
& Congo Missionary discuss W. M. 
Season. 


LEADERSHIP COURSE FOR PYF 
ADVISORS: announced for Dunlap 
Church, Shreveport, Sept. 17 - 18, 
7:30-9:30 P. M. each evening. 


CHURCH EXTENSION COMMIT- 
TEE REPORT: Recommended adop- 
tion of H. M. budget asking $44,828. 
Verbal report on Evangelism. Special 
report on Negro Work offering will- 
ingness to help Pres. of La. Miss. 
with Churches within our bounds. 
Home Mission Committee recom- 
mends emphasizing 1960 Ch. Exten- 
sion season in May with May 22 as 
date for Special Offerings. 


NORTHEAST COLLEGE STU- 
DENT CENTER REPORT: shows 
$8,525 has been received on the ask- 
ings of $10,000 from the Churches 
for this project. 


CAMPING COMMITTEE RE- 
PORT: 1959 attendance up 100 to 
405 Campers; 85 Adult leaders. Di- 
rectors & Dates for 1960 Camps 
adopted. 

SPRINGHILL CHURCH INVITA- 
TION TO MEETING FEBRUARY 
9, 1960 ACCEPTED. Rev. Robert R. 
Shepperson Moderator-Designate for 
Winter Meeting. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Maxton, N. C.—A bound copy of 
“History of the Old Testament Apoc- 
rypha” by Professor Murrell K. 
Glover, of the wag 4 of Presby- 
terian Junior College, has been pre- 
sented to the college library here. 
The book is Prof. Glover’s thesis for 
the Bachelor of Divinity degree at 
Duke University in 1950. 


In the preface, Mr. Glover states: 
“I have found sources of history of 
the Apocrypha rather limited. Bits 
of information appear here and 
there—but no running account of the 
Apocrypha as a group of books. 
There is no single book on apocrypha 
history from the Jews of akent 200 
B.C. to the Protestants of the present 
day. This thesis seems to be some- 
thing new in a connected history of 
the Apocrypha over a long period 
of time.” 

The book has been placed in the 
reference section and is being used 
as required reading in Old Testament 
History. 





Two Hundred Twenty-Sixth 
Stated Meeting of the 
Presbytery of Mecklenburg 


Mecklenburg Presbytery met in its 
stated fall meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 


15, 1959, at the Paw Creek Presby- 
terian Church. The Moderator, the 
Rev. E. Lee Stoffel led the opening 
worship and preached a sermon en- 
titled “The Rider on the White 
Horse’. Following this the Rev. J. 
E. Craig and the Rev. Chester Keller 
led the observance of the Lord’s Sup- 
per assisted by the Elders of the 
Paw Creek Church. The Moderator 
called the meeting to order and then 
led the opening prayer. A memorial 
to the Rev. C. C. Hamilton was pre- 
sented by Dr. David E. Wilkinson. 


The History of the Paw Creek 
Presbyterian Church was given by 
Mrs. Kenneth Black, President of the 
Women of the Church. The Rev. J. 
E. Craig distributed a brochure de- 
scribing the history of the Church. 


_The following Ministers were in- 
vited as visiting brethren: Olin A. 
Radford, Presbytery of Savannah; 
Daniel Durway, Presbytery of Wash- 
burn; W. A. Benfield, First Presby- 
terian Church, Shreveport, La.; R. 
Yale Gunn, Presbytery of Suwannee; 
Leroy C. Obert, Presbytery of At- 
lanta; Walter Baker, Presbytery of 
Bethel; W. D. Ratchford, Presbytery 
of King’s Mountain; and Marion S. 
Huske, Presbytery of Orange. 


Ruling Elder, Angus R. Shaw, of 
the Hopewell Presbyterian Church, 
was elected Moderator of the Presby- 
tery. The following Ministers were 
received and enrolled as members of 
Mecklenburg Presbytery: Rev. O. A. 
Radford, Savannah Presbytery: D. 
L. Durway, Washburn Presbytery; 
and Yale Gunn, Suwannee Presby- 
tery. Rev. O. A. Radford accepted 
a call extended to him by the Newell 
Church; the Rev. R. Yale Gunn ac- 
cepted a call extended to him by 
the Christian Education Committee 
of Mecklenburg Presbytery; and the 
Rev. Daniel Durway accepted a Call 
extended to him from the Covenant 
Presbyterian Church as Minister of 
Education. 


The report of the Minister and 
His Work was made by the Rev. A. 
Leslie Thompson, Pastor of the 
Sugar Creek Presbyterian Church. 


The report of Presbytery’s Coun- 
cil was made by the Rev. Carl S. 
Miller, Chairman. Mr. Miller pre- 
sented the Rev. M. S. Bell, Chairman 
of the Stewardship Committee, who 
made remarks concerning the pro- 
gress and plans of the Committee for 
the fall. 


The Rev. R. W. Rayburn was elect- 
ed as Moderator-Nominee for the 
winter meeting. The Rev. Yale 
Gunn was installed as Administrator 
of Camp Stewart and Presbytery’s 
Recreation Director. The service 
was conducted by the Moderator who 
propounded the constitutional ques- 
tions, the Rev. Joe S. McClure who 
delivered the charge to Mr. Gunn, 
and Dr. L. I. Stell who delivered the 
charge to Presbytery. The Rev. C. 
E. S. Kraemer led the closing prayer 
of the installation service. 


The Committee on Ministerial Ed- 
ucation made its report to the Chair- 
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man, Dr. L. I. Stell. A report of the 
Nominating Committee was made by 
Rev. Howard Chadwick, Chairman. 
Presbytery elected three representa- 
tives to the Committee on Nomina- 
tions. The following were elected: 
W. M. Boyce, Sr., J. R. Cunningham, 
and Elder Douglas Aitken. The Rev. 
Robert Turner was elected Chairman 
of the Committee. The Rev. G. E. 
Dixon was elected assistant Clerk of 
Presbytery. 


The Committee on Annuities and 
Relief made its report to the Chair- 
man, Dr. David E. Wilkinson. His 
report was received as information. 
The Rev. Fred Holder made a report 
on the progress of the Campaign for 
the Home for the Aged located at 
High Point. Dr. Warner Hall spoke 
in support of the project. The Rev. 
J. B. Sherwood made the report of 
the Standing Committee on Installa- 
tions. The Commission appointed by 
Presbytery to install the Rev. O. A. 
Radford, Pastor of the Newell Pres- 
byterian Church, to be conducted on 
Sept. 27, 1959, at 8:00 P. M.. To 
propound the Constitutional ques- 


tions — the Rev. Sam Zealy; to 
preach the sermon — Dr. J. Cecil 
Lawrence; to deliver the charge to 
the congregation — Philip Hower- 


ton; to deliver the charge to the Min- 
ister — the Rev. J. B. Reaves, Al- 
ternate Minister on the Commission 
— J. E. Craig and Elder Rufus 
Grier. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet — 
the place to be designated — on 
January 26, 1960 at 9:00 A. M. The 
Rev. J. E. Fogartie led the closing 
prayer and pronounced the benedic- 
tion. 





Davidson, N. C.—(PN)—Davidson 
College has qualified for a $400,000 
grant from the Charles A. Dana 
Foundation by raising $708,438 in 
a limited gifts campaign. 


President Grier Martin’s announce- 
ment of the successful completion of 
the $1,100,000 Dana Challenge Pro- 
gram highlighted the college’s open- 
ing convocation of students and 
faculty members here September 17. 


Describing the successful cam- 
paign as “an extremely significant 
step forward in Davidson’s ten-year 
$12 million development plan,” Presi- 
dent Martin said the accomplishment 
was the result of efforts by a team 
of more than 200 Davidson alumni, 
parents and friends. 


Charles A. Dana, philanthropist 
and automotive parts manufacturer 
of Greenwich, Conn., had given the 
college $400,000 on the condition 
that an additional $700,000 be raised 
as “matching funds.” His gift was 
earmarked for use in construction of 


a modern science laboratories 
building. 


Construction on the $700,000 
laboratory that bears Dana’s name 
is under way with occupancy sched- 
uled for January. A new $400,000 
dormitory also is under construction 





It will house 124 students. 


The Dana Challenge Program was tions and foundations with almost 


headed by Dr. Monroe T. 


of Charlotte, N. C., and Charles F. 100 percent participation by faculty 


Myers of Greensboro, N. 


served as national co-chairmen. visitors of the college. 


and will be ready for use in July, 





Their final report showed 354 
gifts from alumni, parents, corpora- 
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Huntersville — The summer of 
1959 has been a season of varied 
blessing and activity for the Hope- 
well Presbyterian Church. Ronald 
Case, a member of the church and 
a candidate for the ministry under 
eare of Mecklenburg Presbytery, 
served very acceptably as student 
minister, and endeared himself to 
the congregation. 

The Vacation Bible School was 
conducted the week of June 15-19 
under the direction of Mrs. Hal P. 
Garmon, Jr. 177 students and teach- 
ers were enrolled. 

The annual Bible Conference and 
Camp for the children and young 
people of the church was held at 
Camp Walton Stewart July 28- 
August 1. A total of 84 children, 
young people, and adult leaders and 
workers shared in this experience. 
Dr. Robert W. Cousar, Jr., Minister 
of the Nevin Presbyterian Church, 
served as guest leader, teaching a 
elass in missions and delivering the 
vesper messages. 

The church experienced a genuine 
revival during a season of special 
reaching services held August 9-19. 

he guest preacher was the Rev. 
Leighton Ford, member of the Billy 
Graham team. Mr. Kirby Buchanan, 
recording artist and popular song 
leader, led the congregational sing- 
ing. A total of 3605 people attended 
the ten services. There were 49 
registered decisions, including pro- 
fessions of faith, rededications, and 
commitments to the ministry and 
mission service. 

This summer has also seen im- 
provements to the physical property 
of the church. The sanctuary was 
renovated prior to the evangelistic 
services. This work included refin- 
ishing of the floors in the balcony 
and the installation of new pews 
there. All the windows and shutters 
were repaired and repainted. The 


A handsome new manse is in the 
process of construction. It is a one 
story, brick veneer building of eight 
large rooms, expected to cost in the 
neighborhood of $23,000. The pres- 
ent manse will be used as a com- 
munity building and to accommodate 
the overflow of the Sunday School. 





Rev. Clarendon 


Witherspoon Ervin 


Rev. Clarendon Witherspoon Er- 
vin, 77, retired minister of Winston- 
Salem Presbytery, died in Sparta, N. 
C. on September 14th. His funeral 
was conducted in the Sparta Presby- 
terian Church by Rev. R. L. Berry, 
who was assisted by Revs. R. H. 
Stone, William Combs and Jack Byrd. 
Interment was in the Shiloh Ceme- 
tery. 

Mr. Ervin was born in Indiantown, 
S. C., in 1882, educated at Davidson 
College and Columbia Theological 
Seminary with post graduate work 
in Duke University and the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina. Ordained by 
Concord Presbytery in 1908 to be- 
come pastor of the Cannonville and 
Patterson Mill Churches 1908-10; 
1910-13 he was pastor of the Mul- 
berry and Amity Churches in Meck- 
lenburg Presbytery; 1913-18 he was 
an evangelist in Stokes County of 
Orange Presbytery where he led in 
the organization of some churches. 
For a year (1918-19) he taught at 
Barium Springs. From 1919-25 he 
was an evangelist at Glade Valley 
for the group of churches. From 
1925-47 he was principal and a teach- 
er in the Glade Valley High School 
and for one of those years he was 
stated supply of the Glade Valley, 
Carson Memorial and Rocky Ridge 
Presbyterian Churches of Winston- 
Salem Presbytery. Since his retire- 
ment in 1947 he had lived in Sparta. 

He was twice married, first in 


Davidson, who was the mother of 
his children. She died in 1918. In 
1929 he and Miss Ruth Cox of Strat- 
ford, N. C. were married and she 
survives him. Other survivors are 
four children: Mrs. W. R. Francis 
of Harmony, N. C., Mrs. P. D. Snow- 
den, of Hemingway, S. C., Miss Lillie 
Ervin of Charleston, S. C. and Com- 
mander John Ervin of Falls Church, 
Va., and two sisters, Miss Annie 
Ervin of Hemingway, S. C., and Mrs. 
J. J. Taylor of Harrellville, S. C. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Darlington, S. C.—(PN)—Three 
Stewardship Rallies were held in Pee 
Dee Presbytery at which the benevo- 
lent causes of the presbytery, South 
Carolina Synod and the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. were presented. 

Dr. J. Cecil Lawrence of Charlotte, 
N. C., executive secretary of Meck- 
lenburg presented the causes of the 
General Assembly at the three rallies 
which were held in First Presbyterian 
Church Myrtle Beach, First Presby- 
terian Church Bennettsville and First 
Presbyterian Church Florence the 
week of September 21. 


The causes of the synod were pre- 
sented by the Rev. Arthur M. Martin, 
executive secretary of the Synod of 
South Carolina, and the presbytery’s 
causes were presented by Dr. I. 
Moultrie of Bennettsville. 











“I hereby give and bequeath to 
the Board of Directors of The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Company (incorporated under the 
laws of the State of North Caro- 
lina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said 


company.” 








total cost of this project was $3300. 


1905 to Miss Gessner Carson of 








Young People’s Department 


(Continued from Page 15) 


husbands are where they are. It is easy to see how 
such situations can lead to resentments which wreck 


marriages. 
Fourth Speaker: 


A situation related to the one we have just con- 
sidered is that of financial strain. Very few young 
people who marry in their teens are equipped to do 
the kind of work which will provide an income suf- 
ficient to establish and maintain a home. Many 
young married couples expect to begin their home 
life with all the material conveniences their parents 
have, without realizing that it has taken their parents 
years to provide what they have. Sometimes the 
problem of financial strain is overcome temporarily 
by both husband and wife working. This arrange- 
ment means that they must deny themselves the joy 
of having children, which in itself can lead to serious 
conflict. If children do come, half of the income is 
cut off and expenses and consequent strain are in- 
creased at the same time. 


Fifth Speaker: 

Another frequent hindrance to the success of teen- 
age marriages is lack of independence. This usually 
results from two main causes. (1) Because of finan- 
cial inability the couple must depend on the parents 
of one or both for part of their support. (2) Be- 
cause of immaturity either husband or wife, or both, 
are not willing to leave the emotional shelter of their 
parents. This is sometimes a problem with older 
people, but it is far more likely to be a problem 
among those who are very young. 

Program Leader: 

We have considered some of the problems which 
are especially troublesome in early marriages. 
Through the grace of God some young couples who 
have a mutual trust in Jesus Christ overcome these 
problems. One of the easiest ways to overcome them 
is to allow ourselves to gain a few more years of age 
before entering into marriage. We may think we 
love our boy or girl friends so much that we must 
get married immediately. Real love ought to be 
willing to wait until the marriage will not have so 
many obstacles to overcome. 


(Give opportunity for questions and discussions.) 
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